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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.01 am]: Today is Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss Remembrance Day. It is important that we remember the goodbyes that were said too early and acknowledge 
the immeasurable grief that families face, which can often last a lifetime. The pink and blue ribbons many members 
are wearing today recognise Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day for anyone who has experienced 
miscarriage, stillbirth, sudden infant death syndrome or neonatal death. I acknowledge the work of John and 
Kate De’Laney and their daughter Mary-Jane to ensure that Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day continues 
to be acknowledged in Western Australia. It feels unusual to not have them in the President’s gallery, which is 
where they have sat on this day over a number of years. Because of our necessary COVID restrictions in the Council, 
they are viewing this online, although I understand that they were present in the other place earlier today when 
a similar statement was made. 

I acknowledge, too, the work of many people around Western Australia who raise funds for important cuddle cots 
so that families may grieve their loss in a dignified way. In particular, I thank Nadja Stewart, her family, friends 
and supporters for the work that they do to raise money for cuddle cots. 

Later today, the annual memorial service will be held at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women—or 
King Eddy’s—memorial rose garden in memory of all those who have experienced such a loss and for those who 
provide care and support to those people, such as the perinatal loss service at King Eddy’s. 

Early last year, the Minister for Health announced the relocation of King Edward Memorial Hospital to the 
Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre site. On 11 April, he followed up with a statement confirming that the memorial 
garden at King Eddy’s would be protected in the hospital relocation process. I understand that considerable planning 
work is being done in the background to further safeguard the future of both the garden and Harvey House, and 
excellent progress has already been made to preserve this special place. It is pleasing to hear today that an in-principle 
agreement between the Western Australian Medical Museum board and the Department of Health is progressing 
and I look forward to hearing about future plans for the expansion of the garden. This will ensure that this special 
place will be accessible and maintained for all those who continue to grieve their immeasurable loss. 
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